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Al technology and self-coordinating drones to
detect and investigate wildfires

By University of Sheffield, August 30, 2024

A swarm of self-coordinating drones for firefighting, as part of
an effort to develop cost-effective early mitigation strategies
for wildfires has been developed.

Researchers probe safety of Al in driverless
cars, find vulnerabilities

By Laurie Kaiser, University at Buffalo, September 02, 2024

Artificial intelligence is a key technology for self-driving
vehicles. It is used for decision-making, sensing, predictive
modeling and other tasks. But how vulnerable are these Al
systems to an attack?

Humanoid Robot Prototype Launches; for
Home Use

By Liz Hughes, Editor, 1oT World Today, August 31, 2024

Humanoid robot company 1X has unveiled its Neo Beta
bipedal humanoid robot designed for home use. The Neo Beta
prototype launch represents a significant milestone for 1X,
marking the transition from conceptualization to development.
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Mobilicom launches compact ground control
station for drones, robots

By The Robot Report Staff, September 04, 2024

Mobilicom Ltd. this week launched its next-generation 8-inch
Controller Pro, the latest addition to its line of ground control
stations. The Shoham, Israel-based company said it aims to
address the needs of a market currently projected to experience
a compound annual growth rate of 22% between 2023 and
2030.

PCA of messages with no student feedback
Color: wall position  Color: goal location

Language-like communication IMProves a ;uw

oif 75 i P 025 ga i ii Gy # il
learning in artificial networks, finds study e “""- ¥, ‘™
: O!EET? N Ol:‘ 05 00 05
By Inka Vath, University Hospital Bonn, September 05, 2024 PC index frst PC fistpc
b 100 PCA ofmecsosl;:g::u::ﬁ;mdec';zrfe:o:?:c::on Color: ﬁrst student amon

Across all species, critical skills are passed on from parents to
offspring through communication. Researchers at the
University Hospital Bonn (UKB) and the Researchers at the
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Researchers develop light-charged

supercapacitor for self-powered devices

By Aishik Nath, Indian Institute of Science, September 05, 2024

Researchers at the Department of Instrumentation and Applied
Physics (IAP), Indian Institute of Science (11Sc) and
collaborators have designed a new supercapacitor that can be
charged by light shining on it.
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TECH TONIC DECODING THE Al DISRUPTION

Take Al and Adapt it to India’s Needs

Artificial intelligence offers a world of possibilities but will need a big infrastructure upgrade

TeamET

India offers groat potontial for persona-
lised Al platforms that leverage the vast
and abundant datia ses Jocally available,
Niged Vaz, chief executive officer (CEO),
Publicis Sapient, said during the Deco
dingthe Al Disruption’ panel discussion.

“India’s got tremendous access to di-
verse data sets, and you can start to bu
ild very specific solutions for India by
Indls, because India's also 201 a0 exira-
ordinarily tech literate workforce,” Vaz
explained

“So, you can start to think about things
like city governments or state gosern-
ts carrying traffic data and traffic
srns with the fastest routes to the
hospital for people. You can start to ima
gine so many of these possibilities whe
re the personalisation happens at multi-
ple tlers, It happens at the ther of the co-
untry, it happens at the tier of the state
orthecity Ithappensat the tierof theho
spital, and then ultimately, st the tier of
the patient.”

And, hesaid that for every one of those,
the more interactlons one has, the more
one will start to create das sets to train
models to create more specific solutions,
like for instance, trafTic data and health
data prioritising acosss on the streets to
allow somebody to get fraom where they
are to & hospital st the esaiiest.

The panel also explored Al's applica-
tions in healthcare, enhancing medical
imaging and diagnostios, and in educs
tion with & particular emplhasts on pro
viding inclusive STEM education. Ah-
med Mazhari, president, Microsoft

NIGEL VAZ,
CEO, PUBLICIS SAPIENT

India's got tremendous ac-
cesstodiverse data sets,and
you can start to build specific
solutions for India by India,
asIndia’s got extraordinarily
tech-literate workforce

Asio, brought up the example of Nokla
headguartered Physicswallah which fo-
cuses on STEM education. STEM is an
acronym for science, technalogy, engk
neering, and mathematics

“I'hey have 40 million students on their
platform and one of the programs they

30

Moderator Nivruti Ral with Thomas Dohmke, Ahmed Mazhari and Nigel Vaz

Q THOMAS DOHMKE, CE0, GITHUB

If asix-year-old fascinated by Super Mario wants to builda
little game, he or she does not have to learn English first

run is for 4,000 a year” Mazhari sakl
That can only be enabled by using data
sots andd Al techmology at scale, because
4,000 a yoar creates an ability to empo-
wer Kids from the most rural communiti
e8 In India and provide them with anequ-
al platform, where they can go to an 1T
or they can o to an NIT. So 'm excited
about what we can do and how we can be
mare incluskva”

Thomas Dohmke, CEO, GitHub, too
echoed said that one of the most fscing
ting use cases of Copllot was whenchikil-
yen used it to learn about the workd ar le-
arnabout coding.

And he sald an important aspect that
hadn't boen highlighted was that it can
engage with users, not just in English,
but In other languages Iike Hindi, or
Spanish, Portuguese and many other
major languages. He also spoke of the
democratization of Al through teols
like GltHub and Copilot, “So a six year
old that is fascinated by Minecraft or by
Super Mario and wants to build their
awn little game, they don’t have to learn
English first to figure out how that all
works, and can start asking Copilot qu

estionsof how Fda that," hesald. “Inthe
past, you always had to have purents
witha technical background or you had
to know somebody to ask all the ques
tions that you have. Copilot does that for
vour Does it for the parents. It has infini-
e |)'.'U||I"Hrl" and it can answer any ques
thons without any bias. And so kudscan
really explore coding.™

Dohm¥ke alsomade astrongcase forthe
opan souroe model and said it was “bet.
ter than any other collsboraton on
Earth.” &s it has no bounds, borders or

AHMED MAZHARI,
PRESIDENT, MICROSOFT ASIA

(Withuseof Al) 24,0002
year creates an ability to
empower kids from rural
India and provide them with
anequal platform from
wherethey cangotoanliT

boundaries. He also said that it will help
0 create a better world, bacause develo-
persaround the world will keep innova
ting in open sosree with the help of Al
data, open baits and open source larpe
languaage models

While the panelists discussed the vast
potential that the spoos provides, Nivruti
Ral, CEO & M, Invest Indis, Nagged im
portant infrastructural issues that will
becrucial for India to navigate in orderto
make the most of the opportunity
“306,000 Kikowatt hours— that s the elee

NIVRUTI RAL,
CEQ & MD, INVEST INDIA

300,000 kilowatt hours,
that is the electricity 300

people will use for ayear to
runaChatGPT compute

tricity 300 people will use for an entire
year to run one ChatGPT compute, leve
raging 1 million GPUs. The world today
uses 26 petawatt of electricity and dara
contres use half aparcent. The US—3%

China 4% and India - 006%. So in the
next few vears, we will get to bsalf g per

cent, which needs so much energy con
sumption,” she said.

Source: The Economic Times Newspaper, 02-09-2024
Page No 11

Link : https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VnFVV2AWO0Ovx-gAbWFmJIBDSOBkkylInWW/view
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Tech Buzz
‘
Al Chatbots
Must Learn

to Say Help!’

SAN FRANCISCO: Genera-
tive Al tools will save com-
panies lots of time and
money, promises Vik Singh,
a Microsoft VP, evenif the
models myst learn to admit
when they just don't know
what to do. “Just to be real
ly frank, the thing that's re-
ally missing today is that a
model doesn't raise its
hands and say 'Hey, I'm not
sure, | need help.” Singh
said. Since last year, Micro-
soft, Google and their com-
petitors have been rapidly
deploying generative Al ap-
plications like ChatCPT,
which produce all kinds of
content on demand and
give users the lllusion of
omniscience. But despite
progress, they still “hallud-
nate”, or invent answers
This is an major problem for
Al firms to solve. -asp

Source: The Economic Times Newspaper, 02-09-2024
Page No 16

Link : https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VnFVV2AWO0Ovx-gAbWFmJIBDSOBkkylInWW/view
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Last hurrah

COUNMTESY, NARA

8 Last month scientists at
the University of California,
Los Angeles, US, got an ex-
clusive snapshot of Fornax,
a constellation of stars in
the southern hemisphere,
This was the last assign-
ment for Nasa's space tele-
scope Neowise, which was
launched in 2009. It spent
its initial years peering at
faraway objects in the uni-
verse that radiate infrared
rays, including supermas-
sive black holes, brown
dwarfs and dying stars.
Later, scientists realised it
was better used to look at
asteroids and other objects
closer to Earth. After click-
ing Fornax, Neowise closed
its telescopic eyes.

Source: The Telegraph Newspaper, 02-09-2024
Knowhow Page

Link : https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yOhkA7ChKVL2nRuo2Ug7G7DCbNIUjtbl/view

Google Lets its Al Depict People Again

Google will allow Gemini users to generate pictures again. The
featurewas rolled back earlier this year after it inaccurately generated
historical images such as those of racially diverse Nazis.Imagen 3, the
image generation feature, will be first made available for Cemini
Advanced, Business and Enterprise users in the coming days, starting with English for
prompts. This competes with OpenAl’s Sora, Stable Diffusion and X's Grok. Many
recently raised concerns about the lack of content moderation in the latter.

Source: The Economic Times Newspaper, 03-09-2024
Page No 06

Link : https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ec0ZDahkKLVZJIQvX7foHAvdI4pAXtG5x/view
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[ MANIKANTH CHALLA

thin the quickly
changing busi-
ness technology
landscape, arti
ficial intelligence (Al) =begin
ning to change the game for
human resources (HR) depart-
ments in various industries.
Al is becoming more and
maore incorporated into HR
procedures as businesses
work to improve decision-
making and streamline
processes, Although artificial
Intefifgence has great pramise,
there are a number of draw-
backs that must be carefully
considered.

The ability af Al to
automate repetitive
processes that have histori
cally required important
time and resources is one of
the technology's most
important benedfits tor HR.
Artificial intelligence (Al)
has revolutionised the way
that computers process
applicants, schedule inter-
views, and handle personnel
data. These technologies are
able to analyse applications
with amazing speed and use
algorithms to choose the

best applicants according to
predetermined standards.
In addition to expediting the
hiring process, this autons-
tion lowers the possibility of
human error.

Al has an effect on hir
ing that goes beyond simple
automation, By examining
patterns and trends in appli-
cant data, HR managers
may make data-driven hir-
ing decisions with the help
of predictive analytics, a
subfield of artificial intelli-
gence, Through more suc-
cessful applicant mawching
with job responsibilities,
this analytcal method may
reduce atuition and
increase overall employee
happiness, Al driven solu
tions provide a more com
prehensive view of candi-
date suitability by analysing
several components of a
candidate's profile, such as
skills, experience, and cul-
tural fit.

The development of Al
also helps with employee
retention and engagement
Chatbots and virtual assis-
tants driven by Al are
changing the way employ-
ees communicate with HR

e

departments, These solu-
tions promote & more
accommodating and
responsive work environ-
ment by offering prompt
answers to HR -related ques

tions, such as those about
benefits or corporate poli-
cies. Al is also capable of
analysing performance data
and employee inpul to iden-
tily possible problems and
recormmend solutions that
will improve staff retention
and happiness, The incor-
poration of Al into HR man-
agement is not without its
difficulties desplte these
encouraging advancements.
The possibility of blas in Al
algorithms is one major
worry. Since Al systems are
taught on historical data,
any biases or disparities that
exist may be reflected. If
these prejudices are not
addressed, Al may reinforce
or even magnily them,
which could result in dis-
criminatory hiring practices
or judgments. To reduce
these risks and guarantee
just and equitable results,
companies must routinely
assess and update their Al
technologies.

The indispensability of
human interaction in HR
procedures presents anoth-
er difficulty. Artificial intel-
ligence (Al} is capable of
handling monotonous work
and offering insightful data,
but it is not able to replace
the compassion and com-
prehension that human HR
specialists bring to their
waork. Al is unable to deliver
the personal touch needed
for complex interpersonal
interactions like employee
counselling and conflict res-
olution. Sustaining a helpful
and efficient HR function
requires striking a balance
between Al efficiency and
human sensitivity.Impor
tant problems are also
raised by data security and
privacy. Artificial intelli-
gence systems manage
enormous volumes of con-
fidential worker data. There-
fore, strong secunty proto-
cols and adherence o data
privacy laws are essential. In
order to protect workes pri-
vacy and prevent legal and
reputational issues, busi-
nesses need o make sure
that their Al solutions are
built with robust security

measures

Because Al technology
is constanuy changing, HRt
prolessionals must continue
to learn new skills and
adjust to new situations
Keeping up with the most
recent advancements and
industry best practices is
essential to optimising Al's
advantages and reducing
any potential downsides. To
successfully incorporate Al
tools into HR procedures,
HR staff members must be
continuously educated and
trained. Al technology will
play a bigger part in HR
management as it develops,
creating more chances for
workplace innovation and
development. To fully
achieve Al's potential, how
ever, and maintain the fun-
damentally human aspects
of HR management, organ-
Isations must carefully han-
dle the accompanying hut-
dles. Finding the ideal mix
between cutting-edge tech-
nology and the indispensa-
ble importance of human
touch may be crucial to
HR's future.

THe writér S founger & CEO at
Worknux

Source: The Statesman Newspaper, 03-09-2024
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TECH I'D LIKE TO SEE

TECH TO SEGREGATE WASTEWATER AT SOURCE

ot everyone knows that over 70% of wastewater treatment at source? Imagine if wastewater from every

goes untreated into freshwater bodies, This has household could be segregated, treated and reused right
serious implications on public health and business where it is produced! | would love to see micro-treatment
continuity. Wastewater recycling has immense units powered by carbon fiber and nano-electrode technology
potential to address water scarcity and self- in action in our cities. This could significantly reduce energy
reliance. Challenges like varying pollutant consumption, cost and footprint while ensuring over 80%
concentration, lack of segregation in waste streams, reuse of water in every household. These systems would
outdated technologies to break-down mitigate pollution of our Jakes and rivers, lay the
poliutants and time-consuming treatment foundation for micro water grids and enable
methods have hindered efficient future water sharing through a virtual exchange
wastewater treatment. What if there powered by these micro water grids, offsetting
was a solution to simplify wastewater freshwater demand.

Amrit Om Nayak | c£0 & CO-FOUNDER, INDRA WATER

Source: The Times of India Newspaper, 04-09-2024
Page No 25

Link : https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PcaAKkTThvmM Dcf55nHXhX2xmtx8KQ9V/view

ATHARVA ROBOTICS CENTER
ATHARVA COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING, MALAD-MARVE ROAD, CHARKOP NAKA, MALAD (WEST), MUMBAI-400095



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PcaAkTTbvmM_Dcf55nHXhX2xmtx8KQ9V/view

ATHARVA EDUCATIONAL TRUST'S
ATHARVA COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

(Approved by AICTE, Recognized by Government of Maharashtra
& Affiliated to University of Mumbai - Estd. 1999 - 2000)
1SO 21001:2018 1SO 14001:2015 1SO 9001:2015

NAAC Accredited A+

&\gd
ATHARVA

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

L

ATHARVA
ROBOTICS CENTER

Alto transform financialmanagement

forIndian SMEs and MSMEs

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

GUWAHATI, 3 SEPTEMBER

Al-powered solutions are
enabling Indian SMEs (Small
and Medium Enterprises)
and MSMEs (Micro, Small,
and Medium Enterprises) to
automate routine tasks such
as bookkeeping, invoicing
and financial forecasting
adding to the growth of the
industry.

Thes enterprises make up
more than 60 million of them,
contributing to over 30 per
centofthe nation’s GDP and
employmore than 110 million
people.

Artificial intelligence (AI)
is helping address these chal-
lenges by providing tools
that simplify financial man-
agement, enhance compli-
ance, and support the growth
of the sector.

“Al is making financial
management more accessible
for Indian SMEs and MSMEs,”
said Mohit Tomar, Head-
Credit Control of Embee Soft-
ware.

“With Al businesses can
automate complex financial

tasks, access real-time data
insights, and ensure com-
pliance with regulatory stan-
dards. This helps them main-
tain a stable financial position,
which is critical to their
success and the overall health
of the Indian economy,”
added Tomar.

Byautomating tasks, busi-
nesses can reduce human
error by up to 90 per cent
andimprove accuracy, allow-
ingowners to focus ongrowth.

Al tools can categorise
transactions, identify dis-
crepancies, and ensure that
all financial entries align with

the latestregulations, saving
businesses an estimated 20
per cent in time and opera-
tional costs.

Al also offers predictive
analytics thathelps businesses
anticipate market trends,
manage cash flow more effec-
tively, and reduce financial
risks.

Byimplementing Al-driven
tools, SMEs and MSMEs can
improve cash flowforecasting
by 30 per cent and reduce
therisk of financial misman-
agement by 40 per cent.
These tools not only help
individual businesses but
also strengthen the sector's
contributionto India's GDP,
which stands at over USD 3
trillion.

Asmore Indian SMEs and
MSMEs adopt Al-driven finan-
cialmanagement tools, they
are better positioned to
expand, compete in global
markets, and contribute to
India’s economic growth.

Al'sroleinfinancial man-
agement is crucial for ensuring
sustainable growth in the
sector and fortifying the coun-
try’s economic landscape.

Source: The Statesman Newspaper, 04-09-2024
Page No 08
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Al, With a Little Help
From Their Friends

Get them to ‘seek’ human augmentation

By now, everyone'sclued inonartificial intelligence’s ad-
vantages over its human variety. But recently, Microsoft
Copilot leader Vik Singh aired the counterintuitive view
that a way be found by which Al chatbots know when
they should seek (human) help. GenAl has a problem
with fact. Bots trained on LLMs spew out factual errors
almost as many times as they get answers right. Resear-
chers still don’t know why machines ‘hallucinate’ be-
yvond a vague notion that neural networks can imagine
data they have not been fed. Humans have a better under-
standing of how to handle imagination. Paul Cézanne
crafted “The Card Players’ from figures of farmhands to
deliver a composition of intense detail and focus. Asked
to render the image of a 19th-century railway bridge, Al
isfairly accurate —except it paints in an extra track.

The goal of Alistomimichuman creativity. It needsto
learn how humans imagine without
getting answers wrong as often as ma-
chines. There are several ways to go
8 about this. Additional context helps.
o So, throw moredataat the bots, Impro-
ve how bots learn — therefore, tweak
their inference architecture. Use a ti-
me-tested method and have bots deba-
te each other toarrive at the truth. Or, simply get them to
seek help from humans, Improvements to data and lear-
ning modelsaredelaying Al'scommercial rollout. It may
make sense to hand bots over to users who can then train
them according to their needs to distinguish fact from
fiction. This is admittedly a suboptimal solution. But it
works. Humans could train bots to handle simple tasks
and build in the complexity over time. Humans learn to
eliminate hallucination this way.

Instead of waiting for Al to reach a cognitive thres-
hold, less sophisticated versions could be commercially
exploited. Al is years away from ‘solving’ chess. Yet, the
game has transformed toa point thatagrandmaster with
awell-trained machine is unbeatable. This model of aug-
mented intelligence offers immediate benefits. Human
and machine intelligence can co-evolve profitably.

Source: The Economic Times Newspaper, 05-09-2024
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Al can revolutionise railway safety

I's potential extends far beyond the driverless metros currently in the spotlight. It has

the power to fundamentally transform safety and efficiency within the mass mobility
industry. The real game-changer lies in automating India’s extensive railway network
with highest safety standards - a complex but achievable task. Al can revolutionise
railway safety through advanced obstacle detection. By leveraging Al, we can 2
utilise onboard sensor data to pinpoint potential obstructions in real-time,
thereby preventing accidents before they occur. This Al-powered transforma-
tion promises to drastically enhance operational efficiency and fortify the
safety of millions who depend on our vast railway network daily. It's a
monumental step towards modernising India’s railways. As Al continues
to evolve, its adoption promises a safer, smarter future for India’s mas-
sive railway infrastructure.

Thameem Kamaldeen | wp - SIGNALLNG & INFRASTRUCTURE, ALSTOM INDIA

Source: The Times of India Newspaper, 06-09-2024
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Reframing reality:
New Al features
in photography
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No ‘shouting match’ but Nasa admlts row with Boeing on rescue plan

Washington: Nasa admitted
on Wednesday there was “ten-
sion” duringmeetings with Bo-
eing executives about how to
bring home two astronauts str-
anded on the International Sp-
ace Station, but denied reports
of shouting matches. The US
space agency is enlisting Spa-
ceX torescuetheastronauts be-
cause of safety concerns with
Boeing’s Starliner capsule, wh-
ich encountered thruster mal-
functions and helium leaks on
its way to the orbital outpost.
Butch Wilmore and Suni
Williams launched in June for

what was meant tobearound a
weeklong stay, but they now
aren’t expected back until Feb
2025 when the SpaceX Crew-9
mission returns. Boeing had
publicly insisted it was confid-
ent in its spaceship, but the ab-
sence of its executives from re-
cent Nasa press briefings had
fuelled speculation of arift.
According to sources cited
by New York Post, meetings
between the two sides often de-
scended into yelling and argu-
ments, Asked to address the
claims, Steve Stich, program-
me manager for Nasa's Com-

Starfiner is set to depart ISS on
Friday. Astronauts Butch Wilmore
and Sunita Williams will remain on
the space station and aren’t
expected back until Feb 2025 when
the SpaceX Crew-9 mission returns

-

mercial Crew Programme, sa-
id “anytime you'reinameeting
of this magnitude where the-
re's this Kind of decision, there
issome tension in the room”.
“Boeing believed in the mo-
del that they had created that tr-
ied to predict the thruster deg-
radation for the rest of the flig-
ht,” he added, but “Nasa team,
due to uncertainty in the mode-
lling, could not get comfortable
with that,” “I wouldn’t say it
was a yelling, screaming Kind
of meeting,” he said. “It was a
tense technical discussion.”
Despite their extended stay,

Wilmore and Williams remain
in good spirits and are in touch
with their families. They are
no longer dependent on borro-
wed clothes having been sent
better fitting suits during a re-
cent resupply mission.
Starliner is set todepart the
ISS on Friday evening before
making a parachute and air-
bagassistedlanding in the wes-
tern US early on Saturday. The
ship would have flown closer to
the station to capture exterior
views, but Nasa deemed the
risk of collision too great wit-
hout astronauts to pilot. are

Source: The Times of India Newspaper, 06-09-2024
Times Global Page
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US, Britain, EU to Sign 1st
International Al Treaty

Legally binding pact to address risks posed by artificial
intelligence while promoting responsible innovation

The first legally binding inter-
national artificial intelligence
(Al treaty was set to open for
signing late on Thursday night
by the countries that negotiated
it, including European Unjon
(EU) members, the United Sta-
tes and Britain, the Council of
Europe human rights organisa-
tionsaid

The Al Convention, which has
been in the works for years and
was adopted in May after dis-
cussions between 57 countries,
addresses therisks Almay pose,
while promoting responsible
innovation.

“This Convention is a major
step to ensuring that these new
technologies can be harnessed
without eroding our oldest va-
lues, like human rights and the
rule of law” Britain's justice
minister, Shabana Mahmood,
said inastatement.

The Al Convention mainly fo-
cuses on the protection of hu-
man rights of people affected by
Al systems and is separate from
the EU Al Act, which entered in
toforce last month

The EU's Al Actentailscompre
hensive regulations on the deve-
lopment. deployment, and use of
Al systems within the EU inter-
nal market.

The Council of Europe, foun-
ded in 1949, is an international
organization distinct from the
EU with a mandate to safeguard
human rights; 47 countries are
members, includingallthe27EU
member states,

An ad hoc committee in 2019
started examining the feasibili-
tv of an Al framework conven-
tion and a Committee on Artifi-
cial Intelligence was formed in
2022 which drafted and negotia-
ted the text. The signatories can
choose to adopt or maintain le-

SHABANA

Justice Minister, Britain
ThisCon-
P vention
.y isamajor
step toensu-
ring that these new
technologiescanbe
harnessed without
eroding our oldest va-
lues, like humanrights
andtheruleoflaw

gislative, administrative or
other measures to give effect to
the provisions.

Francesca Fanucci, a legal ex-
pert at ECNL (European Center
for Not-for-Profit Law Stichting)

who contributed to the treaty’s
drafting process alongside other
civil society groups, told Reu-
ters the agreement had been
“watered down” into a broad set
of principles.

“The formulation of principles
and obligations in this conven-
tion is so overbroad and fraught
with caveats that it raises serio-
us guestions about their legal
certainty and effective enforcea-
bility " she said.

Fanucci highlighted exemp-
tions on Al systems used for na-
tional security purposes, and 1§
mited scrutiny of private com-
panies versus the public sector,
as flaws, “This double standard
isdisappointing,” she added.

The UK government said it wo-
uld work with regulators, the de-
volved administrations, and lo-
cal authorities to ensure it can
appropriately implement its
new requirements. Reuters

Source: The Economic Times Newspaper, 06-09-2024
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Delhito usedronesfor
airquality monitoring

Forthefirsttime, dronemonitoring will be done toaddressair poliution hotspotsinDelhias
partofthecity's21-pointWinter ActionPlan, expanding fromlastyear's15-pointplan, says Rai

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DEL 5SEPTEMBER

na first, Delhi's Environment
Department will use drones
for real-time air quality mon-
itoringatpollution hotspots
as part of the 21-point Winter
Action Plan (WAP) to curb air
pollution during the upcoming
winters, city's Environment Min-
ister Gopal Rai said on Thurs-
day.

The minister stated that this
year's planwill expand from last
vear's 15-point action plan to a
21-point programme, The new
measures will include hotspot
monitoring through drones, with
the Environment Department,
DPCC, MCD, Delhi Traffic Police,
DDA, and DSIIDC appointed as
nodal agencies.

He added that the formation
of a special task force to tackle
pollution will be part of the plan,

e

alongwith the operation of mobile
anti-smog guns under the PWD
and MCD.

The 21-point Winter Action
Plan will also address controlling
vehicular pollution, stubble bumn-
ing, the Green War Room and
Green Delhi App, increasing
green cover/tree plantation, real-
time Source Apportionment
Study, establishing an e-waste
eco park, banning firecrackers,
implementing the Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP),

controlling open garbage buming,
and other measures, Rai added.

Addressing a press conference
here, the minister said that 35
departments participated in an
important meeting regarding the
WAP aimed at combating air
pollution.

Raisaid that the Kejriwal gov-
ernment will prepare a Winter
Action Plan focusing on 21 key
points to address the issue. For
the first time, drone monitoring
will be employed to reduce pol-

lution at the city's hotspots.

According to the minister, a
special task force will be formed,
and the concerned departments
have been instructed 1o submit
their action plans for WAP by
September 12.

He further informed that the
meeting held at the Delhi Secre-
tariaton Thursday was attended
by officials from the Environment
Department, DPCC, Forest
Department, Development
Department, Delthi Cantonment
Board (DCB), CPWD, DDA, Delhi
Police, DTC, Revenue Depart-
ment, DSIIDC, Education Depart-
ment, DMRC, PWD, Transport
Department, Delhi Jal Board,
DUSIB, NDMC, and other agen-
cies. Raistated thatall concerned
departments have been assigned
specific responsibilities for the
21 focus points, based on which
the anti-pollution plan will be
developed.

Source: The Statesman Newspaper, 06-09-2024
Page No 04
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HeapinG | HOME SpaceX’s next flight will have two astronauts to bring back Butch, Sunita

Boeing to fly empty capsule back to Earth

ind at the orbiting lab.

Nasa's Butch Wilmore

nauts instead of the usual

Boemg will :-mempt to PP
turn its problem-plagued
capsule from the Internat
ional Space Station later
this week with empty
seats.

Nasa said on Wednesday
that everything is on track
for the Starliner capsule to
undock from the space sta
tion Friday evening. The
fully automated capsule
will aim for a touchdown
in New Mexico’s White Sa-
nds Missile Range six hou-
rs later. Nasa's two stuck
astronauts who flew up on
Starliner will remain beh-

They'll ride home with
SpaceX in February eight
months after launching on
what should have been a
weeklong test flight.

Thruster trouble and
helium leaks kept delavi-
ng their return until Nasa
decided that it was too
risky for them to accompa-
ny Starliner back as origi-
nally planned. “It’s been a
journey to get here and
we're excited to have
Starliner return,” said
Nasa's commercial crew
programme manager
Steve Stich.

and Sunita Williams will
close the hatches between
Starliner and the space st
ation on Thursday They
are now considered full-ti
me station crew members
along with the seven othe-
rs on board, helping with
experiments and mainten-
ance, and ramping up the
ir exercise to keep their
bones and muscles strong
during their prolonged ex-
posure to weightlessness.
To make room for them
on SpaceX's next taxi
flight, the Dragon capsule
will launch with two astro-

four Two were cut late last
week from the six-month
expedition, which is due to
blast off in late September:
Boeing has to free up the
parking place for SpaceX'’s
arrival. Boeing encounte-
red serious flaws with Sta-
rliner long before its June
5 liftoff on the long-del
ayed astronaut demo.
Starliner’s first test flig-
ht went so poorly in 2019 —
the capsule never reached
the space station because
of software errors — that
the mission was repeated
three years later. — AP

Starliner will remain behind at the orbiting lab.

Butch Wilmore and Sunita Williams who flew up on

— AFP

Source: The Asian Age Newspaper, 06-09-2024
Page No 06

Link : https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y4A2vsBvkDEzqCRxRbn62bAZkJe29qef/view
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